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THE INFLUENCE OF ENVIRONMENTAL NGO-S,IN THE
IMPLEMENTATION OF THREE MAIN PILLARSOF THE
AARHUSCONVENTION IN THE REPUBLIC OF KOSOVO

Zymer Mrasori', Ferim Gashi?,
ABSTRACT

Large development step of NGO-s, in general, bgb ahe inclusion of the
environmental NGO-s, itself is done in Kosovo si2€€0, the activities of NGO-s
in Kosovo as well as around the world has increasmudly due to direct
communication, establishing a connection betweenlititernet and through local,
regional and international cooperation in all paofsthe world. It raised and
strengthened the public's right to participate ia tlesign and implementation of
environmental protection policies.

The environmental situation in Kosovo leaves muche desired. Central and local
government needs the active participation of NG@rgl environmental experts to
develop policies that enable public support for tmplementation of the three
pillars of the Aarhus Convention in practice. CoyntKosovo also needs the active
role of NGOs, but environmental NGO-s need urgeatamnand financial support
from central and local government so that theiugrice on policy implementation ,
and monitoring of these policies at the same tinleb& much more efficient and
effective. It is exactly the Aarhus Convention thates this right. It establishes the
basic right to have access on environmental inftionaparticipation and right to
address to justice and underlines the necessitfaalitating the procedures for
disclosure regardless of nationality, citizenshipesidence. The right of citizens on
information, participation in decision-making preses at the local level and the
right to address the courts represents the primapldemocratic regulation of the
state and the main precondition for transparent rasgonsible work of local self
governments Establishment and operation of enviemiat NGOs in Kosovo began
during 2000, according to Statistics of the NGQv&hin the Ministry of Public
Administration there are over 58 environmental N§@rofile and functional hours
are very few.
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INTRODUCTION

The role of citizens and non-governmental orgaimat ( NGO-s ), as
regards the implementation of the three princip#lang of the Aarhus
Convention ( UNEP 2006), associated with environtalerequirements are
increasingly important. We witness everyday envinental degradation and
permanent danger to our health. Access to infoonas necessary for the
participation of all citizens to participate in égon-making processes for all
environmental issues. Public participation approactables the country
citizens to express their thoughts and thus to awgrthe content of
decisions from the decision-making authority, orieth® most important
pillars is the third pillar of the Aarhus Convemtiavhich covers access to
justice, provides access to justice in decisionfectihg environmental
projects and gives the right to accept acts oramie by private persons to
public authorities ( UNECE. 2001). Without respeétthe principles of
transparency, principles of environment and respditg involvement,
decisions taken by the institutions of central &owhl level are more likely
to be harmful for the environment and might be aiblst.

Environmental NGO-s , with their actions to protéteé environment and
ensure democracy (ANTYPAS, A. 2003) of environmesitould be
developed not only in the domestic context, bub aisnsnational (e.g.
European Community) and international arena. Tengtthen national and
international legislation, civil society must belato operate in it, for
example, the European Court of Justice, as wetitasnational procedure of
complaint. Complaints can also be submitted toUNECE Secretariat in
Geneva, Switzerland of Aarhus Convention for notspeeting or
implementing of the Aarhus Convention. The prooafsgnplementing the
Aarhus Convention includes a wide array of actbist all environmental
NGO-s in Kosovo, we can even count them (because thre very few ),
exercising the rights specified in the Convention)

It is necessary to understand that implementatien g is a broader
process than compliance. “In implementing any caotiee, parties are
concerned with ensuring compliance” (Stec and CGakefkowitz 2000).
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Chart 1. Scheme Aarhus Convention

THE METHODOLOGY USED IN THE RESEARCH

Samples have been selected from the official fiservironmental NGOs
taken from the database of environmental NGOs tragiien within the
Ministry of Public Administration in Prishtina. Devsity according to base
statistics related to registered NGOs, there ey good number of
environmental organizations, which have email arahtact numbers,
records these which exist since 2000. There are B%eenvironmental
NGOs, but highly organized and profiled NGOs ang/¥ew in the Republic
of Kosovo. The Access Initiative developed a Metllody to measure the
progress in Implementation of the Aarhus Conventidns method has been
applied in many countries, the degree - level immq@etation of the Aarhus
Convention has been studied through this methodeweral European
countries to the EU - es, for example, Bulgariapgis, Hungary, Ireland,
Latvia, Poland, Portugal and Ukraine. The Accesdtive method (Kiss, C.
et al. (2006 ), is based on 148 research questmnisidicators, which the
researchers of NGOs, or others who use to assesssipns of their
governments for transparency and national accoilityalin decisions
affecting the environment. TAI Researchers applg lddicators in the
overall national level, as well as at least 18 cagdies. The method refers
to the framework of research questions, indicatensgd research tools
(including general instructions on the selectiord aource documents ),
which are used to perform a national assessment fbAlaccess to
information, participation in decision-making, emrimental law, and
capacity building. The assessment based on thisadetefers to the process
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of country level performance in providing access iformation,
participation, and justice, including the collectiof data to answer selected
research questions. The analysis of problem caneisthe central research
guestion, already raised through questions and gsebktions. Central
guestion in research is: What can be learned fl@mrhplementation of the
Aarhus treaty in Kosovo in connection with imprayithe implementation
of other treaties? and several sub - questionmigwer this question are as
follows: What is the treaty of Aarhus? What changksuld be applied to
the account of the Aarhus Convention? theoretipgk@aches that exist in
the successful implementation of international @riions? What makes the
implementation of a convention successful? What eralkkosovo an

interesting case study dhe implementation of the Aarhus Convention.

Where is Kosovo in the process of implementingAhehus Convention and
what was the situation like before? Interviews wéedd with NGO-s
officials, materials have been collected, coded wall transcripted. Then a
separate questionnaire has been formulated forglahwhich contains 15
adequate questions on information, participatiod #re right to court for
any environmental dispute. Questionnaires were rildiged to 58
environmental NGOs based on the registration bds&l@0O-s, where
environmental NGOs are a strong voice and strongpater of the
implementation of this most important conventiomr foe promotion of
environmental democracy. Upon receipt of respofisen NGOs, all data
have been collected and analyzed by IBM SPSS 2@revborresponding
tables and graphs have been obtained for all thergpand finally the table
and chart with the overall results. The researchtesjy was based on the
framework of qualitative research suggested by Nhlfsand Rossman
(1989). In accordance with their approach, sinae ghrpose of the study
was exploratory, a case study was chosen as the efiicient research
strategy. The fundamental techniques used fda dmllection were in-
depth unstructured open-ended interviews argkrefations. To get a
deeper understanding of the case, the field study supplemented with
the analysis of the national legislation.
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RESULTSAND DISCUSSION

Table 1. NGO-s Results on the information of public on environmental issues
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Chart 2. In the
second chart it is clear as regards public infoionatrelated to the
environmental issue from the results taken from N&@ shows that 62%
have responded with yes, 32% with no and 6% Damik

Table 2. NGO Results on participation of public for environmental issues
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The right to participate in decision making for environmental issue
- rezult of enviornmental NGO-s

MYes
4 No

_Il don’t know

Chart 3. From the third chart it is clearly shown that wgards the
information of public related to environmental isstaken from the NGO,
51% have responded with no, 37% with yes and 12#&4 &now.

Table 3. NGO-s Results on the right of public to address the court for environmental
issues

Chart 4. From the fourth chart it is clearly shown that regards the
information of public related to environmental issiaken from the NGO-s,
79% have responded no, 15% yes, and 6% don’t know.
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Table 4. Overall result of NGO-s for the three pillars of the Aarhus Convention
related to the right on information, participation on decision making and the right of
public to address to the court for environmental issues
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The right to enviornmental information, right in participation in decision
making and right to justice - Gerneral result of environmental NGO-s
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Chart 5. In the fifth chart, it is clearly shown the restaken from the NGO-

s, for the three pillars of the Aarhus Conventiontioe right of information,

participation in decision making and the right abpc to address the court
for environmental issues 56 % have responded i, V8%, and around 5 %
don’t know .
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CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

>

In conclusion, it is worth saying that a lot of \dras been done to
build the capacity to fulfill the publics right tthree elementar
pillars of Aarhus Convnetion.

Supportive international organizations have had laaek a crucial
role in the development of NGOs in the last decade.

Of course, the shape of the support itself deteemthe outcome. In
the area studied here, the result is often existetihat means very
large dependence of local NGO-s in external funding

One of the major deficits of environmental NGO-Kiosovo is the
fractionation of sector in many small NGOs that ao¢ functional,
which in most cases are not known beyond the leval.

Professionalization and specialization of NGO-arig should be of
special importance.

Activity support of environmental NGO-s is needeagkFenting
towards the requirements of the local community ténms of
environment.

There is financial lack and apparent lack of aestpblicy for
financial support of environmental NGO-s.

Many environmental NGO-s are only registered angehaot
implemented any project.

We can freely say that there are NGO-s that areradtled, which
try to operate only with the members of the fougdact or only
with the president, where in practice this managen®impossible
and in lack of funding, most of them have left Huivity.

Increase of campaigns with educational and awaseaetivities of
environmental NGOs should be done in coordinatiath vtate
institutions.
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>

Establishment and strengthening of NGO-s, congulties to
increase the level of environmental informationtba overal state
of the environment in the country

Strengthening economic instruments by the centrad #ocal
institutions regarding NGOs

central and local government to allocate subsitheNGO-s which
are active in preserving and protecting the envirent - stimulating
instrument for NGO-s.

NGOs should use the maximum space that gives Kotwaand
international law, related to their active partatipn in the process
of drafting laws, environmental policies as inchesipart of
decision-making on environmental issues.

Strengthening and capacity building of NGO-s imatieh to the
above issues as information, education and awsseraspaigns for
the preservation and protection of the environment.

Increase of voice of NGO-s and responsible ingtitigt for inclusion
of environment in the curricula of the educatiosgstem, which
would help in sensitizing pupils, students andridgmognition of the
risks from enormous environmental pollution.

NGOs should develop through their activities to tribsite
information through brochures or leaflets, posteosindtables and
visual media conferences or even distribute differgvritten
environmental information.

Training and strengthening the capacity of NGOsréfation to
environmental hazards and enable prevention oftivegiactors for
a sustainable environmental development in the Blepof Kosovo.
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